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There is usually no shortage of ideas or plans for the student community, 
or advice by teachers, friends, peers, family members or elders and others 
or the many excellent books or articles that suggest what to focus or to 
concentrate on by the senior students for their future life from so many 
alternative possibilities ahead in the ever-changing scenario for reaching 
success.  It is found that students having career goals are able to make 
better choices than by those who remain unclear. Many of the students 
may have just immediate plans of obtaining further education (that too 
requires careful planning) but may have already broadly identified their 
possible future directions based on their interests and capabilities or 
strengths and possible opportunities to choose their future lives for 
rewarding careers, but they need to carefully prioritize options or 
alternatives if unable to progress on their selected choices. In fact, 
establishing career goals will greatly help with making better decisions 
about your college major and minor areas to study and the kind of 
courses or summer projects you should take.  
 
The future path is often difficult to choose or decide and may require 
long-term planning of future efforts well in advance, even if a few may 
comfortably have ready-made family profession or business to fallback on 
or join and progress or start easily.  At times, luck plays an important part 
but that should not be taken for granted but being an optimist is a very 
positive attitude. 
  
Many may have already determined broadly what they want to do but 
some are quite undecided and are waiting to decide.  Be what it may, the 
greatest success in future life is mostly for those whose interests and 
abilities get used together in their future lives, which also results as a 
consequence of work becoming a joy or a hobby for them!  As such, it is 
important to carefully & objectively identify one’s strengths, skills, talents 
and capabilities along with what they enjoy doing most as early as 
possible, keeping in mind that these often change with time and 
experiences as also new items can be learnt or developed. Some 
individuals may be quite flexible whereas some are not and this has to be 
taken into account for the future life.  To match ‘what one may want to do’ 
with what becomes possible in reality is seldom realized unchanged and 
therefore demands one being prepared to realign one's direction – which 
requires prior thought & plans for alternatives of secondary or tertiary 
choices. Another very valid factor is the support, guidance or 
recommendations from seniors, teachers, experts, contacts or officials, 
and therefore developing and choice of such references early and keeping 
up with them may become very important for eventual noting in your 
application – which recommendation may later provide a positive 
influence and success. 
  
‘Career planning’ is a lifelong process of exploration and is a roadmap for 
future career and demands careful mapping your future tactical and 



strategic plans both in the short and long term of own strengths, 
aspirations and motivation as also the market opportunities. It should be 
kept in mind that new careers are constantly unfolding and traditional 
ones getting modified, and one has to be ready to meet the challenging 
life in such changed status successfully. Understanding yourself is the 
critical phase of career exploration and any planning. It starts with 
‘knowing yourself’; ‘finding out’; ‘making decisions’ & ‘taking action’. It 
involves considering which educational and occupational paths will lead 
to a satisfied life in the present and in the future. Your values and skills, 
learning options and personal preferences play an important role and 
demand careful thought and attention. Using professional career 
counsellor or advisors can be very helpful in guiding one to find a better 
solution.  They may be able to give you information or better ideas and 
suggest ways to go around problems or obstacles.  
  
One needs to plan a satisfying broad life plan from the above conditions 
and factors – growing from a student to a successful professional, whilst 
also becoming an ideal citizen and homemaker at the same time. It is a 
lifelong process to provide fulfilment in all aspects of life including your 
aspirations. 


